Acknowledgments

od has blessed me with such a wonderful family and so many great

friends. It is simply impossible to acknowledge them all for everything
they have brought to my life. My books come from my heart and my faith
as a gift to others. Without my family, friends, and my faith, where would
my heart be? What would it hold?

So, in the simplest of words, thank you. Thank you to my husband,
Greg, to our children Brandon and Brooke Wilmore, Brittani and Ryan
Rollen, and our beautiful and brilliant grandchildren, Blair Elaine and
Lucas Ryan. Thank you to my friends who always surround me with
love and support. It would be absolutely impossible to name you all, but
here are a few: all my family, particularly my beloved sister, Marlene
Litchfield Carter and her brave husband, Bill Carter. Marlene suffered a
stroke 2 years ago, but she continues to fight courageously. I love her and
am so very proud of her; my two goddaughters, Katharyn Davis and
Celeste Arnold; Dr. Joe and Kathy Martin, JoNell and Larry Jones, Dottie
and Ken, Betsy Ruffin, Brenda and Gregg Gammon, Kerry Van Dorin
Pedigo, and our beloved Ruidoso pastor, Dr. Alan Stoddard, who always
encourages us to stay “stoked up”-forJesus. Last, but definitely not least,
a huge thank you to my lifelong beloved soulmate Melda Cole Ward who
has stood by me through thick and thin for our entire lives. Few are
blessed with the quality and quantity of my family and friends. I am
truly blessed.

I must always thank my parents, the late Lee and Irene Litchfield, to
whom I owe all that I am or ever will be. They taught me values, faith, a
sense of humor, and to love and care for others. They were old-fashioned
conservative parents who protected me until the days they went to be
with Jesus. They also always supported my lifelong love of reading,
libraries, and all things related to books. I miss you both so much. We
will be together again someday in heaven. When that day comes, we will
rock that place!

Love always,
Elaine

“...saying, I am Alpha and Omega, the first and the last: and,
what thou seest, write in a book, . ..” Revelation 1:11

XV





