The Distance Learning Playbook for Parents

Deay Pajerit/Guardian,

In the midst of Hhis 3'obal pandemic, we kinow that it may not be possible
bo have your child PL\(jSiCa”\lj ab school full kime. We want noHu'nﬂ move than
to E\rinj your childven back to our schools and enaage them in meaningpul
'eavninﬂ activities. We miss your childven. We miss those shaved moments
of success and the shruggles that vesult in learnin b\realcl‘hvm)glas. We
miss the smiles and Wa|'cl1in3 social skills clevelop and unfold. We miss the
oppov|-uni|'ies to see your child plaa, leayn, and grow But we also want you
bo vemember somquing very impovl’an|': you ave, and alWaas will be, your

childs first and primary leachev

We will always be heve Fo do our part—to do evevSH’-ing in our power o
p\rovide a vobust education For aouv cln'H. Bul move than evey, we neecl you.
Over |‘Le aeavs, we Lave come |'o lcnow we can S|'eadi|3 Ye'a on BOU I'o malce
sure Souv cLiH comes to school on bime, Fed, clean, We”—ves|'ec{, ancl with
cample|'ecl LomeWovlc in hand. We have Welcamecl with open arms your
inv<>|vemen|' in school achivities, 3°w desive to Lelp vun the PTA, 5ouv
attendance at 3po\r|'in3 and cultural events. Bul now we need yov as
partners on an even deepev level—as pavtners in leavninj and developing

the lanﬂuaﬂe of |ea\min3, with us cloing i+ FogeHIe\r as a keam.

We Icnow Hwal' mana op SOU Inave Fu”—l’ime emp,oamenl‘ ory ol’LeY Sl'\resses
Fhat may come with financial and ’wousing difficolkies, with the cLa”enges of
loolcinﬂ for WO\rlc, CaYing for mu”‘iple childven, or SUppoYHng other

friends or F\amilﬁ members in need. We also know you weve not hained as
Feackers—HmP yov love your kids but also somektimes aclmiH'ecﬂa vealize
H\ea ave J"usl' not enamo\red with schooling. We know our overnment made
it campulsova For them to come to sckoo'——ancl Fhat Hhis was in pav|' built
avound an assumpHon that as heained teachers we ave, on average, belter
equipped Fhat yov may be to handle and naviaake the vole of eclucah'ng your
childven. Bot Hhis crisis has veminded us aﬂain J'us|' how valuable and

ivveplaceable your vole is, hoo.



Letter From the Authors

We ave not as[cihg you to become Hhe teacher We are as’cinj you fo
pak"hev with us however You are able and fo suF)pokl' the Iealming
oppoﬁuniﬁes we provide. We will continve to learn about what works in
education and we will aPP'ﬂ our best knowled e, the lchoWIeClge geneka"ed
From decacles of reseavck, Fo build Your childs social emo"ional and

academic skills.

You are plroéa/;lg Leaking a lot of Falk: about the lost learning durin
mid-202.0 or about whal some ave ca”ihg the "COMD Slide" And theve is
even more talk about the loss of leavning if students are hot pkasl'callg

in school immedia"ela. The Fact of the malter 15, we ave teacheys and ouy
superpower is knowing where chidren ave in their Iearninj Journey and
su]opok"in their continved 3Yome We did not For: el how to teach. And our
little secvet is Hhat about 50 pevcent of Hhe inshruckional minukes in school
avre SPen" on Hﬁngs that students ahreadg [cnow. —qus, this yeay, our task is

"o poCUS on WAa" sfudehb need "O Ianh anc/ use H’le PYeCl.OUS "ime we Lave

with them to Focus on thal

We also know Fhat you all went to school and that after 15,000 houys in
Sclﬂool aou Foo are exPeY"s anCl Lave Sl‘kcmg views a[)ou" sckool. 5ome op
you did not have veal experiences in sclmoofinﬂ. Some of you had some
brilliant teachers thal clmngec/ Your life course, bul some of you missed
these mavrvelous teachers. We vealize that yov, and our current socief\lj,
expecf much of sckools, and schools aHempF fo solve many problems.
Toda\lj's schools have a major focus on developih the skills of Iearn[ng and
on F‘:’nding ways to teach students ko work ca”ecl'ivela in groups. Emploaers
wan} 5Yaclua"es "o Ichow Low "o WOY’C in "eams, "o co”aboka"e, I‘o
demons"vaf'e I‘llzl‘l levels of empa"ka and \resPecl' for oHneks, and o be able
to walk. in Hhe s

oes of others" Tkea want emploaees with I-ngln levels of
vesPecl' for self and resPecF For othevs. We ave 5006! al developing these

3’4[”3, bol we heed you foo.
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