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No doubt since the cave paintings of prehistoric times, humans have asked 
questions to make sense of the message. So what could possibly be new 
about posing questions about text?

Plenty . . . and with TDQ, Doug Fisher and Nancy Frey reveal it all. After 
one quick read, you will have learned all the very best ways to use text-
dependent questions as scaffolds during close reading . . . and the big 
understandings they can yield, especially when executed the Fisher and 
Frey way. But that’s just for starters. Fisher and Frey also include illustrative 
video, actual texts and questions, examples from across content areas, and 
an online professional learning guide, making the two volumes of TDQ a 
potent professional development tool across all of K–12.
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The genius of TDQ is the way Fisher and Frey break down the process into 
four cognitive pathways that help teachers “organize the journey through a 
text” and frame an extended discussion around it. Together, these questions 
ignite students’ engagement and discussion because they strategically lead 
students to a place of understanding where explicit and implied meanings 
and interpretations can be debated.

1. What Does the Text Say? This fi rst phase of questioning addresses 
general understanding, in which students attend to the major points in 
the text. These questions are paired with key detail questions that drill 
down further, most notably as they explore the relationship between the 
main idea and supporting details.

2. How Does the Text Work? This next questioning phase involves the 
mechanics of the text, including problematic vocabulary words and 
phrases. Going deeper still, text structure and author’s craft questions 
ask students to locate the ways authors employ different literacy devices 
to forward a plot, explanation, or argument.

3. What Does the Text Mean? Now that a solid foundation has been built, 
this third phase of questioning looks at the deep meaning of a text. 
First, author’s purpose questions probe hidden meaning within texts, 
followed by additional questions that invite intertextual connections.

4. What Does the Text Inspire You to Do? Here, the four-phase questioning 
process culminates as students are inspired to move beyond the text 
at hand by taking action. These questions ask students to take a critical 
stance, leading to research or investigation via debate, presentations, 
or writing.
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QUESTION: Does TDQ align with the Standards?

ANSWER:  Absolutely. For each phase of questioning, Fisher and Frey provide direct 
correlations to all of the reading standards as well as signifi cant portions of 
the language, speaking and listening, and writing standards. Not teaching in 
a Common Core state? The research on close and critical reading dates back 
for decades so these charts are still well worth reviewing. This way you can 
see the critical objectives you’re meeting phase by phase.

QUESTION: How do I create my own questions and which texts should I use?

ANSWER:  Here’s what you’re going to love most about TDQ: at the end of each chapter, 
Fisher and Frey provide “Question Yourself” tasks, in which they supply a 
sample text for you to practice with. Even better, at the end of each volume, 
Fisher and Frey provide a list of dozens of recommended texts, along with 
corresponding text-dependent questions, all organized by phase. The K–5 
texts are probably already in your classroom library or available online. The 
6–12 volume includes the actual texts!

QUESTION: What does this kind of questioning look like in the classroom?

ANSWER:  Fisher and Frey show you! Every chapter features four to six QR codes that 
provide direct links to classroom footage of a teacher using each line of 
questioning with his or her students.  Working from your laptop or iPad? 
Then go to TDQ’s companion website, where all of the footage is displayed 
chapter by chapter. You’ll also fi nd lots of other resources to support 
instruction, including planning forms.

QUESTION: Can I use TDQ as part of a teacher study group?

ANSWER:  That’s exactly how the two volumes of TDQ are intended to be used. In fact, 
when you consider the books’ cross-curricular appeal, we’d suggest you make 
TDQ the centerpiece of a whole-school or whole-district initiative, K–12. To 
that end, the companion website features an online Professional Learning 
Guide with PowerPoint slides, which provides all the guidance a facilitator 
needs to set up and run a workshop around TDQ. Better yet, reach out to The 
Fisher & Frey PD Collaborative about on-site coaching.

Preview the K–5 and 6–12 volumes of TDQ

What could Fern Arable, Jay Gatsby, and Winston Churchill 
possibly have in common? They all need masterful teachers to help 
students revel in their complexity. And Nancy Frey and Doug Fisher 
are just the two mentors to help you make that happen. 

Call it close reading, call it deep reading, call it analytic reading—
call it what you like. The point is, it’s a level of understanding that 
students of any age can achieve with the right kind of instruction. In 
Rigorous Reading, Nancy and Doug articulate an instructional plan 
so clearly, and so squarely built on research, that teachers, schools, 
and districts need look no further for guidance.
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