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The dissertation is commonly the last component of a degree course, or a
module taken towards the end of the undergraduate course. After having,
over the years, been fed with lots of information, guided step by step
through various assignments and been tested on your knowledge and
understanding in examinations, you undertake the dissertation as an exer-
cise in independent study. It tests your abilities to educate yourself, to
demonstrate your expertise in collecting and analysing information, and
to come to conclusions based on solid argument. It also gives you an
opportunity to show how well informed you are, how well organized you
can be, and how you can make a clear presentation of your work for effective
communication.
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The big difference between this and your previous work is that you will be
doing the dissertation on your own. You will probably receive some general
guidance, but most of the decisions about what you do and how you do it will
be yours. This not only gives you a lot of freedom to pursue a particular inter-
est, but also enables you to put your own individual talents to their best use.
This will inevitably require some soul-searching and evaluation of where
your strongest talents lie. It is really up to you to make yourself shine in your
best light!

What you are required to do can be termed ‘research’, as it is about finding
out new things (even if they are only new to you), making sense of these, and
presenting your findings in an organized and well-argued way. As with any
research project, there must be stated aims at the outset, and some kind of
achievement of these by the end.

This type of work obviously presents lots of opportunities, but also some
dangers. The point of this book is to guide you through the process of doing a
dissertation, and to explain and discuss the options you might have at each
stage. It will help you to make informed decisions that you can build on in
order to produce a successful outcome. It should not be all hard slog, but it will
present some serious challenges in terms of your knowledge and understand-
ing of your subject matter, and of your abilities to organize and motivate your-
self. In fact, it can be one of the most satisfying processes to go through – and
come out of at the other side.

Ú×ÙËÎÛ ïòï Ç±« ©·´´ ¾» ¼±·²¹ ¬¸·­ ±² §±«® ±©²
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Although dissertations come in many shapes and sizes, there are some
aspects that are shared by most of them. Of course, the subject and how it
is dealt with will have an enormous influence on the form and appearance
of the finished work. However, as all dissertations are an exercise in aca-
demic research, there will be certain components that are regarded as
essential for them to have academic credibility. A standard type of disserta-
tion in, say, the social sciences or education will probably have the following
components.

Ð®»¿³¾´»­

ß ¬·¬´» � ¬¸·­ °®±ª·¼»­ ¬¸» ¾®·»º»­¬ ­«³³¿®§ ±º ¬¸» ¼·­­»®¬¿¬·±²ò

ß² ¿¾­¬®¿½¬ � ¿ ­´·¹¸¬´§ ´±²¹»® ­«³³¿®§ ±º ¬¸» ¼·­­»®¬¿¬·±² ±«¬´·²·²¹ ¬¸» ³¿·² ·­­«»­ô 

³»¬¸±¼­ ±º ·²ª»­¬·¹¿¬·±² ¿²¼ ½±²½´«­·±²­ò

Ú×ÙËÎÛ ïòî Ô±¬­ ±º ±°°±®¬«²·¬·»­ô ¾«¬ ¿´­± ­±³» ¼¿²¹»®­
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¸¿ª» ¸»´°»¼ §±« ·² ¬¸» °®»°¿®¿¬·±² ¿²¼ ©®·¬·²¹ ±º ¬¸» ¼·­­»®¬¿¬·±²ò

ß ´·­¬ ±º ½±²¬»²¬­ � ¬¸» ¹«·¼» ¬± ¬¸» ª¿®·±«­ ­»½¬·±²­ ±º ¬¸» ©±®µò

Ô·­¬­ ±º º·¹«®»­ô ¬¿¾´»­ô ¿°°»²¼·½»­ � ¿­ ¿°°®±°®·¿¬»ò

Ì¸» ³¿·² ­»½¬·±²

This is usually a series of chapters or sections. A typi-
cal example contains separate sections consisting of:

ß² ·²¬®±¼«½¬·±² ¬± ¬¸» ¼·­­»®¬¿¬·±²ò

Í±³» ¾¿½µ¹®±«²¼ ¬± ¬¸» ®»­»¿®½¸ ¬¸¿¬ ®»ª»¿´­ ¬¸»

·­­«»­ ¬± ¾» ®»­»¿®½¸»¼ ¿²¼ ¬¸» ©±®µ ¿´®»¿¼§ ¼±²» ±²

¬¸» ­«¾¶»½¬ò

ß ­¬¿¬»³»²¬ ±º ¬¸» ®»­»¿®½¸ °®±¾´»³ ¿²¼ ¿² »¨°´¿²¿¬·±²

±º ¸±© ¬¸» ®»­»¿®½¸ ©±®µ ©¿­ ½¿®®·»¼ ±«¬ ø·ò»ò ¬¸» ³»¬¸±¼­

«­»¼÷ò

Ì¸» ®»­«´¬­ ±º ¼¿¬¿ ½±´´»½¬·±² ¿²¼ ¿²¿´§­·­ò

Í±³» ½±²½´«­·±²­ ¾¿­»¼ ±² ¬¸» ®»­«´¬­ò

Ì¸» ¿¼¼ó±²­

At the end are sections that provide important informa-
tion on aspects of the work:

ß ´·­¬ ±º ®»º»®»²½»­ � º«´´»® ¼»¬¿·´­ 

¿¾±«¬ ¿´´ ¬¸» °«¾´·½¿¬·±²­ ¿²¼ ±¬¸»®

­±«®½»­ ¬¸¿¬ §±« ¸¿ª» ½·¬»¼ ·² ¬¸» ¬»¨¬ò

Ð»®¸¿°­ ¿ ¾·¾´·±¹®¿°¸§ � ±¬¸»® ´·¬»®ó

¿¬«®» ¬¸¿¬ ·­ ®»´»ª¿²¬ ¬± ¬¸» ­¬«¼§ ¾«¬

¸¿­ ²±¬ ¾»»² ®»º»®®»¼ ¬± ¼·®»½¬´§ ·²

¬¸» ¬»¨¬ò

Ð±­­·¾´§ ­±³» ¿°°»²¼·½»­ ø­«°°´»ó

³»²¬¿®§ ·²º±®³¿¬·±² ­«½¸ ¿­ ¯«»­ó

¬·±²²¿·®» º±®³­ô ´»¬¬»®­ô ®»´¿¬»¼

·²º±®³¿¬·±²ô °·½¬«®»­ô »¬½ò÷ò Ì¸»­»

¹·ª» »¨¿³°´»­ ±º §±«® ³»¬¸±¼­ ±º

©±®µ·²¹ ¿²¼ñ±® º«®¬¸»® ¾¿½µ¹®±«²¼

·²º±®³¿¬·±² ¿¾±«¬ ·­­«»­ ¬¸¿¬ ¿®»

·³°±®¬¿²¬ ¬± §±«® ©±®µô ¾«¬ ²±¬ ­±

½»²¬®¿´ ¿­ ¬± ©¿®®¿²¬ ¾»·²¹ ·²½´«¼»¼

·² ¬¸» ³¿·² ¬»¨¬ò

Ú×ÙËÎÛ ïòí ß² »¨°®»­­·±²

±º ¬¸¿²µ­
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I don’t know about you, but I always like to see some kind of illustrations or
diagrams in things that I read. Not only do these enliven the appearance of
the page, but they also can encapsulate ideas or issues in an incredibly com-
pact manner. Not all subjects lend themselves easily to this, but some demand
it. (I studied architecture – picture books galore!)

ïòí É¸¿¬ ©·´´ ·³°®»­­á Í»»·²¹ ·¬ º®±³ ¬¸» »¨¿³·²»®�­  
°±·²¬ ±º ª·»©

In order to be awarded a really good grade, it is obviously useful to under-
stand exactly what the examiner will be looking for when giving marks. The
following list will indicate the main areas that gain marks in any disserta-
tion, regardless of the subject. These areas will be discussed in detail in the
following chapters of this book, with many handy hints to help you achieve
the best possible result. The list is not presented in any order of priority. It
will help you to understand the particular requirements of your own course
if you read through the instructions for your dissertation extremely carefully.
Make a note of the issues mentioned and compare these with the comments
below. There may even be a breakdown of how the marks will be allotted. If
not, read between the lines to see if there are any hints. Don’t hesitate to take
any opportunity you may get to discuss the requirements with your tutor or
supervisor.

Here is the list of main assessment areas and the sorts of questions that
the examiner will be asking him/herself.

Ú·®­¬ ·³°®»­­·±²­

Ø±© ¼±»­ ·¬ ´±±µá ß ²»¿¬ ½±ª»®ô °®¿½¬·½¿´ ¾·²¼·²¹ ¿²¼ ©»´´ó¼»­·¹²»¼ °¿¹»

´¿§±«¬ ¿´´ ¹·ª» ¿ º¿ª±«®¿¾´» ·³°®»­­·±² ¬± ­¬¿®¬ ©·¬¸ò Î»³»³¾»® ¬¸¿¬ §±«® ¼·­­»®¬¿¬·±² ©·´´ ¾»

±² ¿ °·´» ©·¬¸ ¿´´ ¬¸» ®»­¬ô ­± ½±³°¿®·­±²­ ½¿² »¿­·´§ ¾» ¼®¿©² ©·¬¸ ¬¸» ±¬¸»®­ò Ç±«® »¨¿³ó

·²»® ©·´´ ¾» ²¿¬«®¿´´§ ¾»¬¬»® ¼·­°±­»¼ ¬± ¬¸» ³±®» ¿¬¬®¿½¬·ª» ­«¾³·­­·±²­ò

ß ¾®·»º ­½¿² ¬¸®±«¹¸ ¬¸» ¼·­­»®¬¿¬·±² ­¸±«´¼ ¹·ª» ¿² ·³³»¼·¿¬» ·³°®»­­·±² ±º

¸±© ¬¸» ©±®µ ·­ ±®¹¿²·¦»¼ò Ì¸·­ ³»¿²­ ½´»¿®´§ ¸»¿¼»¼ ­»½¬·±²­ô »¿­·´§ ­°±¬¬»¼ ½¸¿°¬»® ¼·ª·ó

­·±²­ô ¿²¼ ¿ ´±¹·½¿´ ¿®®¿²¹»³»²¬ ±º ¬¸» ­»½¬·±²­ ±º ¬¸» ­¬«¼§ò Ì¸» »¨¿³·²»® ©·´´ º»»´ ³«½¸

³±®» ½±³º±®¬¿¾´» ©·¬¸ ©±®µ ¬¸¿¬ ·­ »¿­§ ¬± ²¿ª·¹¿¬»ò ß ½´»¿® ­¬®«½¬«®» ·­ ¿ ­¬®±²¹ ·²¼·½¿¬·±²

±º ½´»¿® ¬¸·²µ·²¹ � ¿ ³¿®µ¿¾´» ¿­°»½¬ ±º ¬¸» ©±®µò

Ì¸·­ ­¸±«´¼ ½±²º±®³ ¬± ¬¸» ®»¯«·®»³»²¬­ò ß ®»°±®¬ ¬¸¿¬ ´±±µ­ ¬±± ¬¸·² ±® ¬±± ¬¸·½µ

·³³»¼·¿¬»´§ ®·²¹­ ¿´¿®³ ¾»´´­ º±® ¬¸» ³¿®µ»®ò Ì¸» º±®³»® ©·´´ ¾» ¼·ºº·½«´¬ ¬± ¿©¿®¼ ­«ºº·½·»²¬

³¿®µ­ ¿²¼ ¬¸» ´¿¬¬»® ©·´´ ¾» ¿ ¼¿«²¬·²¹ ¬¿­µ ¬± ©¿¼» ¬¸®±«¹¸ò
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Ï«·½µ ®»ª·»©

Ì¸±«¹¸ ²±¬ ¿´©¿§­ ¿ ®»¯«·®»³»²¬ô ¬¸·­ ·­ ­± «­»º«´ ¿­ ¿ ¾®·»º ·²¬®±¼«½¬·±² ¬¸¿¬ ·¬

­¸±«´¼ ²±¬ ¾» ´»º¬ ±«¬ò Í«³³¿®·¦» §±«® ©¸±´» ¼·­­»®¬¿¬·±² ·² ïëð�îðð ©±®¼­ô ·²½´«¼·²¹ ³¿·² 

½±²½´«­·±²­ò Ò±¬ ¿² »¿­§ ¬¿­µ ¾«¬ ¹±±¼ °®¿½¬·½»ô ¿²¼ ¿¹¿·² ¼»³±²­¬®¿¬»­ ½´»¿® ¬¸·²µ·²¹ò

Í·¬«¿¬»¼ ²»¿® ¬¸» º®±²¬ ±º ¬¸» ¼·­­»®¬¿¬·±²ô ¬¸·­ ¹·ª»­ ¿ ­·³°´» ±ª»®ª·»© ±º ²±¬

±²´§ ©¸¿¬ ·­ ·² ¬¸» ¬»¨¬ô ¾«¬ ¸±© ·¬ ·­ ±®¹¿²·¦»¼ò ×¬ ©·´´ ¿´­± °®±ª·¼» ¿ «­»º«´ ²¿ª·¹¿¬·±² ¬±±´ º±®

´¿¬»® ±² ¬± º·²¼ ¬¸» °¿¹» ²«³¾»®­ ±º ¬¸» ¼·ºº»®»²¬ ­»½¬·±²­ò

Ñ²» ±º ¬¸» ³¿·² °±·²¬­ ±º ¼±·²¹ ¿ ¼·­­»®¬¿¬·±² ·­ ¬± ½±³» ¬± ­±³» ½±²½´«ó

­·±²­ ¾¿­»¼ ±² ¬¸» ®»­»¿®½¸ò Ì¸» º·²¿´ ½¸¿°¬»® ­¸±«´¼ ­°»´´ ±«¬ ¬¸» ½±²½´«­·±²­ »¨¬®»³»´§

½´»¿®´§ ­± ¬¸¿¬ ¬¸»§ ½¿² ¾» °·½µ»¼ ±«¬ ¾§ ¬¸» »¨¿³·²»® ¾§ ­·³°´§ ­½¿²²·²¹ ¬¸®±«¹¸ ¬¸» °¿¹»­ò

Ø» ±® ­¸» ©·´´ ½¸»½µ ¬¸¿¬ ¬¸» ½±²½´«­·±²­ ®»´¿¬» »¨¿½¬´§ ¬± ¬¸» ®»­»¿®½¸ °®±¾´»³ ±® ¯«»­¬·±²ò

Ì¸·­ ©·´´ ¾» ¿ ³»¿­«®» ±º §±«® ¾¿½µ¹®±«²¼ ®»¿¼·²¹ô ¾±¬¸ ·² ¼»°¬¸ ¿²¼ ·²

­½±°»ò Ç±« ©·´´ ·³°®»­­ §±«® »¨¿³·²»® ·º ¬¸» ®»´»ª¿²¬ ¾±±µ­ ¿®» ½·¬»¼ô ¾«¬ ©±²�¬ ·º §±«® ´·­¬ ·­ 

°¿¼¼»¼ ©·¬¸ ²«³»®±«­ »¨¬®¿²»±«­ ®»º»®»²½»­ò

Ü»¬¿·´»¼ ®»¿¼·²¹

Ç±« ©·´´ ²±¬ ¾» ®»·²ª»²¬·²¹ ¬¸» ©¸»»´ò É¸¿¬»ª»®

¬¸» ­«¾¶»½¬ §±« ¿®» ¬¿½µ´·²¹ô ¬¸»®» ©·´´ ¾» ²«³»®±«­ ±¬¸»® ©®·¬»®­ ¿²¼ »¨°»®¬­ ©¸± ¸¿ª»

©±®µ»¼ ·² ¬¸» ­¿³» ¿®»¿ò Ì¸» »¨¿³·²»® ©·´´ ´±±µ ¬± ­»» ·º §±« ¸¿ª» ¼·­½±ª»®»¼ ¬¸» ³¿·²

Ú×ÙËÎÛ ïòë Ñ² ¬¸» °·´» ©·¬¸ ¿´´ ¬¸» ®»­¬
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Ú×ÙËÎÛ ïòê Ì¸» º±«²¼¿¬·±² ­¬±²» ±º §±«® ¼·­­»®¬¿¬·±²

±²»­ ®»´»ª¿²¬ ¬± §±«® ­¬«¼§ ¿²¼ ¸¿ª» «²¼»®­¬±±¼ ©¸¿¬ ¬¸»§ ¸¿ª» ©®·¬¬»²ò Ì¸·­ ©·´´ °®±ª·¼»

¬¸» ½±²¬»¨¬ º±® §±«® ±©² ®»­»¿®½¸ ¿²¼ ©·´´ »²¿¾´» §±« ¬± °·²°±·²¬ ¬¸» °¿®¬·½«´¿® ·­­«» ¬¸¿¬

§±« ©·´´ ¬¿½µ´» ·² §±«® ­¬«¼§ò ×¬ ©·´´ ¿´­± °®±ª·¼» °®»½»¼»²¬­ ±º ¸±© ¬¸» ®»­»¿®½¸ ³·¹¸¬ ¾»

½¿®®·»¼ ±«¬ò

×¬ ·­ »­­»²¬·¿´ ¬± ¾» ½´»¿®ô ²±¬ ±²´§ ·² §±«® ±©²

³·²¼ ¾«¬ ¿´­± ·² §±«® ©®·¬·²¹ô ¿¾±«¬ ¬¸» »¨¿½¬ °®±¾´»³ ±® ¯«»­¬·±² ¬¸¿¬ §±« ¿®» ¬¿½µ´·²¹ò Ì¸·­

·­ ¬¸» º±«²¼¿¬·±² ­¬±²» ±º §±«® ¼·­­»®¬¿¬·±² ¿²¼ °®±¼«½»­ ¬¸» ³¿·² ¿·³­ ±º ¬¸» ®»­»¿®½¸ò Ì¸»

®»­»¿®½¸ °®±¾´»³ ±® ¯«»­¬·±² ©·´´ ¾» »´¿¾±®¿¬»¼ ¿²¼ ¼·­­»½¬»¼ ¼«®·²¹ ¬¸» ½±«®­» ±º §±«®

­¬«¼§ô ¾«¬ ·¬ ®»³¿·²­ ¬¸» ´·²½¸°·² ±º ¿´´ §±«® ®»­»¿®½¸ »ºº±®¬­ò ×¬ ­¸±«´¼ ¾» °±­­·¾´» ¬¸®±«¹¸±«¬

¬¸» ¼·­­»®¬¿¬·±² º±® ¬¸» »¨¿³·²»® ¬± ®»´¿¬» ¬¸» ©®·¬·²¹ ¬± ¬¸» ­¬¿¬»¼ ¿·³­ ¼»®·ª»¼ º®±³ ¬¸»

®»­»¿®½¸ °®±¾´»³ ±® ¯«»­¬·±²ò

Ñ²» ±º ¬¸» ³¿·² ¿·³­ ±º ¼±·²¹ ¿ ¼·­ó

­»®¬¿¬·±² ·­ ¬± ¼·­½±ª»® ¿²¼ ·³°´»³»²¬ ¾¿­·½ ®»­»¿®½¸ ³»¬¸±¼­ò Ì¸» ½¸±·½» ±º ³»¬¸±¼­ ·­

¸«¹»ô ­± §±« ©·´´ ¾» ³¿®µ»¼ ¾±¬¸ ±² ¬¸» ¼·­½«­­·±² ¿¾±«¬ °±­­·¾´» ³»¬¸±¼­ ¿²¼ ±² ¬¸»

¿°°®±°®·¿¬»²»­­ ±º §±«® ½¸±·½»ò

Û¿½¸ ³»¬¸±¼ ¸¿­ ·¬­ ±©² ®«´»­ ¿²¼ °®±½»¼«®»­ô ­± §±« ²»»¼ ¬±

¼»³±²­¬®¿¬» ¬¸¿¬ §±« ¸¿ª» «²¼»®­¬±±¼ ¬¸»­» ¿²¼ ·³°´»³»²¬»¼ ¬¸»³ ½±®®»½¬´§ò
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Ç±«® Ë²¼»®¹®¿¼«¿¬» Ü·­­»®¬¿¬·±²

ïð

Ç±« ½±«´¼ ­»» ¬¸» ©¸±´» ¼·­­»®¬¿ó

¬·±² ¿­ ¿ °·»½» ±º ¼»¬»½¬·ª» ©±®µô ©·¬¸ ¬¸» ®»°±®¬ ¾»·²¹ ¬¸» »ª·¼»²½» ¿²¼ ¿®¹«³»²¬ ¬¸¿¬ ´»¿¼­

¬± §±«® ½±²½´«­·±²­ò Ü± §±« ¸¿ª» ¿ ©¿¬»®¬·¹¸¬ ½¿­»á Ì¸» »¨¿³·²»® ©·´´ ¼·­­»½¬ ¬¸» ´±¹·½ ±º

§±«® ¿®¹«³»²¬ ¿²¼ ©»·¹¸ ¬¸» ­¬®»²¹¬¸ ±º §±«® ½±²½´«­·±²­ ¾¿­»¼ ±² ¬¸» »ª·¼»²½» §±« ¾®·²¹

º±®©¿®¼ò

Ç±«® ©±®µ ©·´´ ·²»ª·¬¿¾´§ ¾» ¾¿­»¼ ±² ¬¸» ®»­»¿®½¸ ¿²¼ ©®·¬·²¹­ ±º ±¬¸ó

»®­å ¿º¬»® ¿´´ô ¬¸¿¬ ·­ ¸±© ©» ´»¿®² ¿¾±«¬ ³±­¬ ¬¸·²¹­ò ×¬ ·­ ¬¸»®»º±®» »­­»²¬·¿´ ¬¸¿¬ §±«

¿½µ²±©´»¼¹» ¬¸» ­±«®½» ±º §±«® ·²º±®³¿¬·±² ¿²¼ ·¼»¿­ ¾§ ½±²­·­¬»²¬ «­» ±º ¿ ½·¬·²¹ ¿²¼

®»º»®»²½·²¹ ­§­¬»³ò Ó¿®µ­ ¿®» ­°»½·º·½¿´´§ ¿´´±¬¬»¼ ¬± ¬¸·­ ¿­°»½¬ ±º ¬¸» ©±®µò

Ì¸» ³¿·² º±®³ ±º §±«® ½±³³«²·½¿¬·±² ·­ ¬¸» ©®·¬¬»² ©±®¼ò Ý±®®»½¬ ­°»´´·²¹

¿²¼ ¹®¿³³¿® ¿®» ¾¿­·½ ®»¯«·®»³»²¬­ ø§±«® ©±®¼ °®±½»­­±® ©·´´ ¸»´° ¬± ­±³» »¨¬»²¬÷ò Ð®±°»®

­»²¬»²½» ¿²¼ °¿®¿¹®¿°¸ ½±²­¬®«½¬·±² ¿®» ¿´­± »­­»²¬·¿´å ¬¸»­» ©·´´ ¾» °¿®¬´§ ¼»°»²¼»²¬ ±²

§±«® °»®­±²¿´ ­¬§´»ò Ç±« ­¸±«´¼ ¿·³ ¿¬ ½´¿®·¬§ ¬¸®±«¹¸±«¬ò Ì¸» »¨¿³·²»® ©·´´ ¸¿ª» ´·³·¬»¼ ¬·³»

¬± ®»¿¼ §±«® ©±®µô ­± ³¿µ» ·¬ »¿­§ º±® ¸·³ ±® ¸»®æ §±« ©·´´ ¾» ®»©¿®¼»¼ º±® ¬¸·­ò ×º §±« ¿®» ²±¬

©®·¬·²¹ ·² §±«® º·®­¬ ´¿²¹«¿¹»ô ·¬ ·­ ¿ ¹±±¼ ·¼»¿ ¬± º·²¼ ¿ ²¿¬·ª» Û²¹´·­¸ ­°»¿µ»® ¬± ®»¿¼

¬¸®±«¹¸ §±«® ©±®µ ¿²¼ ½±®®»½¬ ·¬ ¿­ ²»½»­­¿®§ò

ïòì Ý¸¿°¬»® ­«³³¿®§

×² ¬¸·­ ½¸¿°¬»® × ¸¿ª» ¼·­½«­­»¼ ¬¸» ®»¿­±²­ º±® ¼±·²¹ ¿ ¼·­­»®¬¿¬·±²ô ©¸·½¸ ¿®» ¬±

¼»³±²­¬®¿¬» ¬¸¿¬ §±« ½¿² ¼± ¿ °·»½» ±º ·²¼»°»²¼»²¬ ©±®µ ¿²¼ ¬¸¿¬ §±« «²¼»®­¬¿²¼ ¬¸»

¾¿­·½­ ±º ®»­»¿®½¸ò

Ì¸» ³¿·² ½±³°±²»²¬­ ±º ¿ ¼·­­»®¬¿¬·±² ¿®»æ ¬¸» °®»¿³¾´»­ � ½±²­·­¬·²¹ ±º ¿ ¬·¬´»ô 

¿¾­¬®¿½¬ô ¿½µ²±©´»¼¹»³»²¬­ ¿²¼ ´·­¬­ ±º ½±²¬»²¬­ô º·¹«®»­ô ¬¿¾´»­ô »¬½òå ¬¸» ³¿·² ­»½¬·±² � 

½±²­·­¬·²¹ ±º ¿² ·²¬®±¼«½¬·±²ô ¾¿½µ¹®±«²¼ô ®»­»¿®½¸ °®±¾´»³ô ³»¬¸±¼­ô ¼¿¬¿ ½±´´»½¬·±²

¿²¼ ¿²¿´§­·­ ¿²¼ ½±²½´«­·±²­å ¿²¼ ¬¸» ¿¼¼ó±²­ � ­«½¸ ¿­ ´·­¬ ±º ®»º»®»²½»­ô ¾·¾´·±¹®¿°¸§ 

¿²¼ ¿°°»²¼·½»­ò

Ì¸» »¨¿³·²»® ©·´´ ¾» ´±±µ·²¹ º±® ½´»¿® °®»­»²¬¿¬·±²ô ¹±±¼ ±®¹¿²·¦¿¬·±² ¿²¼ ¬¸» ½±®®»½¬

´»²¹¬¸ò Ì¸» ¯«¿´·¬§ ±º ¬¸» ³¿·² ½±³°±²»²¬­ ±º ¬¸» ¼·­­»®¬¿¬·±² ©·´´ ¿´­± ¾» ½¸»½µ»¼ô

°¿®¬·½«´¿®´§ º±® »ª·¼»²½» ±º ®»¿¼·²¹ ±º ¬¸» ®»´»ª¿²¬ ´·¬»®¿¬«®»ô ·¼»²¬·º·½¿¬·±² ±º ¬¸» ®»­»¿®½¸

°®±¾´»³ ¿²¼ ¯«»­¬·±²­ô ¿°°®±°®·¿¬» «­» ±º ®»­»¿®½¸ ³»¬¸±¼­ô ¿²¼ ¬¸» ­±´·¼·¬§ ±º ¬¸»

¿®¹«³»²¬ ¬¸¿¬ ´»¿¼­ ¬± §±«® ½±²½´«­·±²­ò

ïòë É¸¿¬ ­¸±«´¼ × ¼± ²±©á

Even if you do not know yet exactly what you are going to choose as a subject
for your dissertation, it is a good idea to go and look at the work of students

ðîÁÉ¿´´·³¿²ÁÝ¸óðïò·²¼¼ ïð éñîíñîðïí êæììæïð ÐÓ



É¸¿¬�­ ×¬ ß´´ Ú±®á

ïï

from previous years. Your department or your university/college library should
keep copies of all the dissertations. Find out where they are. You will probably
be impressed by the sheer number of them, so how do you start looking to find
something useful? Here is a good way to do it.

Find out what order they are in on the shelves. If they are in some kind of
subject order, then choose four or five on the subject area that you are inter-
ested in. If not, any recent dissertations from your course will do. If you can
only get them by request from the library catalogue, then choose some from
the list. Ideally, choose dissertations that have been completed according to
the regulations and instructions that you have to follow.

Don’t sit down and try to read them! First, compare the following features:

º±®³¿¬ ø­·¦» ¿²¼ ­¸¿°»÷

¼»­·¹² ±º ½±ª»®

¬§°» ±º ¾·²¼·²¹

¼»­·¹² ±º °¿¹» ´¿§±«¬­

°®·²¬·²¹ º±²¬­ ¿²¼ ­¬§´»­ ¿²¼ ¬»¨¬ ´¿§±«¬

²«³¾»® ¿²¼ ¬§°» ±º ·´´«­¬®¿¬·±²­ò

Now that you have got a general impression of a range of designs (note how
important these are in the initial impact), it is time to look more carefully at the
components and structure of the dissertations. Check each for the following:

Ì·¬´» � ´»²¹¬¸ ¿²¼ ½´¿®·¬§ò Ý¿² §±« «²¼»®­¬¿²¼ ©¸¿¬ ·¬ ·­ ¿¾±«¬ ¶«­¬ ¾§ ®»¿¼·²¹ ¬¸» ¬·¬´»á ×­ 

·¬ ¬±± ´±²¹ ¿²¼ ½±³°´·½¿¬»¼á ×­ ·¬ ¬±± ­¸±®¬ ¿²¼ ¹»²»®¿´á

Ð®»¿³¾´»­ � ¿®» ¬¸»­» ½´»¿®´§ ´¿¾»´´»¼ ¿²¼ ­»¬ ±«¬á Ý¸»½µ ©¸¿¬ ¬¸»§ ½±²­·­¬ ±ºæ ¬·¬´» °¿¹»ô 

¿½µ²±©´»¼¹»³»²¬­ô ¿¾­¬®¿½¬ô ´·­¬ ±º ½±²¬»²¬­ ©·¬¸ °¿¹» ²«³¾»®­ô ´·­¬­ ±º º·¹«®»­ ¿²¼

¬¿¾´»­ô ¿²§¬¸·²¹ »´­» ø»ò¹ò ­¬¿¬»³»²¬ ±º ·²¼·ª·¼«¿´ ©±®µô ¼»¼·½¿¬·±²ô »¬½ò÷ò Ô±±µ ¿¬ ¬¸» ´¿§±«¬

¿²¼ ¼»­·¹² ±º »¿½¸ ±º ¬¸»­»ò

Ý¸¿°¬»®­ ±® ­»½¬·±²­ � ¸±© ³¿²§ô ¸±© ´±²¹ ¿²¼ ·² ©¸¿¬ ­»¯«»²½»á Ü±»­ ¬¸» ­»¯«»²½» ±º 

½¸¿°¬»® ¬·¬´»­ ­¸±© §±« ¸±© ¬¸» ¼·­­»®¬¿¬·±² ·­ ­¬®«½¬«®»¼á Ñ²» »¨¿³°´» ³·¹¸¬ ¾»æ ·²¬®±¼«½ó

¬·±²ô ¾¿½µ¹®±«²¼ô ®»­»¿®½¸ °®±¾´»³ô ®»­»¿®½¸ ³»¬¸±¼­ «­»¼ô ¼¿¬¿ ½±´´»½¬·±²ô ¼¿¬¿ ¿²¿´§ó

­·­ô ½±²½´«­·±²­ò Ì¸»®» ¿®»ô ¸±©»ª»®ô ­»ª»®¿´ ¼·ºº»®»²¬ ©¿§­ ±º ­¬®«½¬«®·²¹ ¼·­­»®¬¿¬·±²­ô

¼»°»²¼·²¹ ±² ¬¸» ¬§°» ±º ®»­»¿®½¸ «²¼»®¬¿µ»²ò Ý±³°¿®» ¬¸±­» ¬¸¿¬ §±« ¸¿ª» ­»´»½¬»¼ò

Now go to the end of each dissertation and compare the add-on sections.
Note:

´»²¹¬¸ ¿²¼ º±®³¿¬ ±º ¬¸» ´·­¬ ±º ®»º»®»²½»­

²«³¾»® ¿²¼ ¬§°» ±º ¿°°»²¼·½»­ò

Now, if you want to, you can read a few sections of the text to see what the
written style is like. Note the use of technical words, the method of citing
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references and the style of the writing. Check the length of paragraphs and

sentence construction. Are they short and precise, or long and complex?

Explore how the illustrations are used to complement the text. Whatever you

do, don’t try to read all the way through. Rather, if you have the time, pick a

few more examples of dissertations and repeat the exercise. You will soon get

a feel of the difference in quality and style, which will help you to form pref-

erences on which to base your own work.

The length and complexity of the dissertations might be rather daunting,

particularly when you consider that you will have to produce something

similar within a few months or even weeks. Don’t get too worried. Although

there will be a lot to learn and plenty to write, if you can choose a subject in

which you are really interested, then despite the hard work it should be a

pleasurable and rewarding exercise, and something to be proud of when you

have finished.

ïòê Î»º»®»²½»­ ¬± ³±®» ·²º±®³¿¬·±²

As mentioned above, a good place to start is to look at previously completed

dissertations in your subject. This will not provide you with instructions on

how to proceed, but will give you plenty of food for thought, and help to

stimulate your own critical faculties about the quality of the work pre-

sented. This will be important when it comes to reviewing your own work

later on.

Most books on this subject cover the whole sequence of preparing and writ-

ing essays and dissertations, much like this one. But hardly any actually

discuss why you should do a dissertation, and what the examiners will be

looking for. Despite this it is interesting, if you have time, to compare the

advice given at this stage of the process. The approaches vary, depending on

the level of essay or dissertation aimed at, and in some, the specific subject

area catered for. Only look at the preliminary advice given in the first few

pages of the books and scan the contents page to see if there is anything else

of interest further on. You can probably do this in the library without even

taking the books out on loan.

Here are a few books that I have found, and I have given notes on what to

look for in them. They are in no particular order as each gives a slightly dif-

ferent view of the issues, so refer to as many as possible. Consult your own

library catalogue for these and any similar ones that are available. When you

locate them on the shelves, look at the contents list of promising books for

relevant chapters.
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