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Figure 10.4d  �The Ordinal Regression Results Graphed With No Intercept/Threshold 
(Intercept = 0)

effect, it dramatically distorts the actual probabilities involved, which could be mis-
leading to your audience. For example, the peak of the “low achievement” curve is 
approximately 60%, whereas in Figure 10.4a, you can see that the highest that curve 
reaches in the real data is under 14%, because self-reported marijuana use has a low 
prevalence in these data.

CHAPTER SUMMARY

This was probably the most technical chapter in the book, and if you made it to this 
point with eagerness in your heart, congratulations! If you feel overwhelmed or intim-
idated, stay with me and try a few exercises. Once you work through a few problems, 
it gets easier and easier to perform these tasks. And the outcome can be rewarding—a 
more interesting and nuanced view of your data.

At this point in the book, we have finished our exploration of the basic skills neces-
sary to take full advantage of the generalized linear model. In the next few chapters, 
we will explore applications of these techniques, some more advanced aspects of the 
generalized linear model, and some more esoteric topics.




